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Living the Gospel – Shoulder my yoke 

Jesus invites us to shoulder his yoke and learn from him for he is gentle 
and humble in heart. The yoke he invites us to shoulder is the 
deceptively simple teaching: love God and love your neighbour. To love 
God is to consciously make a place in our lives for God. The busy spin 
that tends to be characteristic of so many people’s lives today does not 
allow room for God; does not allow room for prayer and quiet; does not 
allow room for compassionate response to others. To love God and love 
our neighbour we must first make room for them. 

Have you thought? Thank God!  

Jesus’ quite intimate words to the Father in today’s passage carry with 
them an enormous amount of relief and perhaps released frustration. It is 
almost a cry of ‘Thank God!’ for his disciples have finally ‘got it’. Jesus 
blesses the Father for revealing the truth to these simple men whom 
Jesus had chosen to follow him. The men Jesus chose as disciples were 
not following another rabbi and so had not been the very best students 
from their village. They had the education of most children but nothing 
more – otherwise they would have been following someone else! 
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SUNDAY MASSES—KOTARA 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm; Sunday 8.30am, 10.30am 
WEEKDAY MASSES COMMENCING 7 July 

Tuesday 9.30am Adamstown; Wednesday 7am Kotara; 9.30am 
Adamstown; Thursday 9.30am Cardiff; Friday 9.15am Kotara 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Sunday will be celebrated 
throughout Australia this Sunday 5 
July – despite NAIDOC week 
occurring later in the year. NATSICC 
feels it is important that we celebrate 
as Australians during these difficult 
times. A number of initiatives have 
been put in place to assist schools and parishes to come together: 
Archbishop Pat O’Regan will celebrate a nationally livestreamed 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday Mass at 11.30am EST. The 
link will be available at www.natsicc.org.au 
Parishes that are holding a physical Mass will be able to conduct an 
Acknowledgement using a Virtual Acknowledgement available at  
https://www.natsicc.org.au/2020-atsi-sunday.html 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognise 

the Awabakal people their continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay 

our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  

http://www.natsicc.org.au
https://www.natsicc.org.au/2020-atsi-sunday.html


 

 

 Parish News 

Dear Parishioners, 

"Humility does not disturb or disquiet or agitate, however great it may be; it comes with peace, 
delight, and calm. . . . The pain of genuine humility doesn't agitate or afflict the soul; rather, this 
humility expands it and enables it to serve God more." 

--St Teresa of Avila 

 

I'm beginning this letter with "Thanks" and "Sorry". 

“Thanks” My sincere thanks to all our kind-hearted volunteers. My best wishes to our secretaries, 
who have been putting in enormous effort, time and energy in keeping the faith life our Parish 
run more smoothly.  

"Sorry," I ask understanding for any inconvenience caused to you during this Pandemic when 
you attend our Masses here at Kotara.  

As you are aware, we try our best to comply with the Government and Diocesan directives. 
Further, you might have noticed the second outbreak of the virus in Victoria. As your Pastor, I 
have the utmost care of each and everyone who enters into our Church Buildings.        

In his homily on Palm Sunday, Pope Francis reminded us that: 

"Today, in this tragedy, in the face of the many false securities that have now crumbled, in the 
face of so many hopes betrayed, in the sense of abandonment that weighs upon our hearts, 
Jesus says to each one of us: 'Courage, open your heart to my love. You will feel the consolation 
of God who sustains you'." 

While our church buildings remain limited for the full resumption of public access – the people of 
God – is not. We continue united and open to the Spirit, as we find different ways to love and 
serve God and our neighbour. 

Although many of you are not physically present, as I celebrate Mass every day, I am very much 
aware of your presence through your prayers and messages of support. Once again, I sincerely 
thank everyone, for the tremendous help that they are rendering to the Faith Life of the Parish.  

Let us overcome this "Virus" Together in prayer!  

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Fr.Joseph Figurado  

SICK/SPECIAL NEEDS:  We remember in prayer … 
Leonie Pickett, Veronica Hipwell, Karen Curran, Bernadette Milne, Algi & Geraldine Bajelis, Mick 
King, Margaret McLellan, Jan Hobson, Lewis Peel (Purcell), Sheila Kinsella, Warren Sheppard, 
Rita Martin, Emma Pacifico, Lorraine Caldwell, Emilinda Peralta, Michael Wood, Loris Jackson, 
Linda McDonald, Dean Hart, Terry Hart, Barry Moore, Leigh Hooper, Chris Patsan, Catherine 
Horner, Albert Erzetich, Catherine Hobbs, Bernadette Coffey, Dorota Bakowska, Margaret 
Byron, Carlo Rossi, Kevin Seymour 
 
ANNIVERSARIES:  Jim Hipwell, Gordan & Jack Swadling 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Bryan Corrigan, Pattie Palmer 

Saturday 5.30pm Sunday 8.30am Sunday 10.30am 

Reader 1. Emma South Paula O’Neill Anne Lamotte 

Reader 2. Ben Lerch Louise Byron Sr Carmel Moore 

Eucharistic Minister: Marilyn Thomson Paul Smith Wayne Cauruana 



 

 

 
St. Philip’s and St. Columba’s Bereavement 
Support Group Update: 
Although our group members have not been 
attending meetings, we have been 
endeavouring to make contact with those in 
our parish who have suffered a recent 
bereavement, and also those who suffered the 
loss of a close relative in the first half of 2019. 
We have not been able to celebrate a  First 
Anniversary Mass this year so please pray 
now for those we would have remembered: 
former parishioners Frank Maher and Eileen 
(Nyne) Laffy; Chris Johenson (son-in-law of 
Faye Robertson), Norah Miner (wife of John), 
Terry Gilbert (brother of Maureen Young), 
Adam Hahn (husband of Rachael), Sr. Rita 
Torpey (sister of Sr. Maureen Torpey), 
Guiseppe Curzi (father of Pacifico), Brian 
Nolan (husband of Pat) and Margaret Spinks 
(sister of John Miner).  
If anyone would like to contact the group 
members, phone Paula on 0411 813 101. 
 
The Parish Office has re-opened. For social 
distancing purposes, the number of visitors is 
limited. Please call ahead if you need to visit 
the office, P 4954 0977. Office hours are 
Mondays - Thursdays, 9.00am to 3.00pm 
(closed 12 noon - 1.00pm).Fr Joseph will be 
working in the Parish Office on Wednesdays 
9.30am - 2.30pm.  
 
Staying in touch: our weekly bulletin is 
uploaded to the Parish website on Thursday, 
as well as emailing to parishioners.  If you 
currently receive the bulletin by email, please 
share it with family and friends who may not 
have internet access.  
 
 
 

 Parish News 

To parishioners who have registered to attend 
Mass on this weekend please extra time for 
sanitisation and confirmation of registration 
arrival. Entry is via the front door only. Please 
leave via the two side exits. Volunteers please 
be available 30 minutes before Mass 
commences. 
 
If you have already registered you do not need 
to re-register for the next weekend but please 
advise as early as possible if you are not able to 
attend. Preference will be given to parishioners. 
All new registrations must be in at the Parish 
Office by 3.00pm on Wednesday. 
 
Weekday Masses in the Parish will resume  
from Tuesday 7 July as per normal schedules.  
All attendees will be required to register 
upon arrival. Registered volunteers are needed 
to stay after Mass and help clean and sanitise 
the churches immediately after these Masses.  
There will be no Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion on Mondays at Kotara.  
Working Bees will be held at Adamstown & 
Cardiff Churches this Saturday 4th July from 
9.30am. Please come if you can!! 
  
Finance Committee Meeting - Tuesday 14 July 
4.30pm, Kotara. 
 
Joint Meeting of the Parish Team and 
Finance Committee will now be on Tuesday, 
21 July 5.30pm at St Philip’s Kotara. Please 
RSVP to the Parish Office by Thursday 16 July.  
 
Important Notice to all Parish Groups re our 
Parish Churches, Halls and Meeting Rooms: 
Any group which wishes to resume their 
activities in any of our Parish churches, halls or 
other meeting rooms is required to submit a 
COVID-19 Safety Plan for approval prior to 
recommencing activities at a parish venue. This 
can be found at https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-
19/industry-guidelines/community-centres-and-
halls The parish will provide hand sanitiser, 
disinfectant and cleaning products at each 
centre. We understand some groups may 
choose not to resume at this time or may wish to 
make alternative arrangements. We thank you 
for your understanding and co-operation in 
assisting the parish protect the health of our 
community. Thank you. If you have any 
enquiries, please contact Fr Joseph on the 
parish mobile M 0452 280 687. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-
stream/ 

Planned Giving Envelopes are available 
for collection prior to Masses  
 
You are encouraged to contribute to the 1st 
and 2nd collections during Mass using the 
collection boxes on the sanctuary. Please 
only use ONE envelope for your 2nd 
collection contribution and remember to 

social distance as you do so. Thank you. 
   
Have you considered payment options  for 
your donations by either Direct Debit or 
EFT? Application forms can be obtained 
from the parish website (under Contact Us) 
or by contacting the parish office.  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/community-centres-and-halls
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/community-centres-and-halls
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/community-centres-and-halls


 

 

14 Sunday Ordinary Time Year A 

Responsorial Psalm 
We will continue to recite the Psalm as 
normal. 
 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to people  
of good will 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
Only begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father 
You take away the sins of the word, 
 have mercy on us; 
You take away the sins of the world, 
 receive our prayer 
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the most high  
Jesus Christ,  
With the Holy Spirit, 
In the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again  
from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
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the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
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